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SHADE & FLA

Awning Design
expands with
Fireside Pros

hat does a business like Awning
WDeS|gn West do in its OoffO

winter season, when sales of
commercial and residential awnings
are slow?

Why, sell fireplaces and hearth
equipment, of course!

ThatOs the new direction for partners_
Mark Pedersen and Alan OGordyO
Techner, who just opened Fireside
Pros Service to handle all sorts of home
heating needs from their awning store
at 1392 Highway 35 south in the Wind-
sor/Robbinsville area, two miles south
of Route 571.

Sales have already begun even
though Fireside Pros Service officially
opens on Oct. 1 and will hold its grand
opening Oct. 23-24, sharing space in-
side the 2,000-square-foot store, re-
ports a very happy Techner.

Awning Designh opened in 1988 in
Freehold under a previous owner and
was purchased by Pedersen in 1993.
Techner, a former marketing consultant,
became co-owner and partner in 2007.

Over the years Awning Design has
expanded beyond Freehold to locations
in Middletown, Wall Township and
Windsor/Robbinsville. This full-service
awning company is engaged in the
manufacture, installation and repairs
of commercial work and some residen-
tial awnings.

Fireside Pros Service is located solely at
the Windsor/Robbinsville store, an old,
empty lawnmower repair shop that the
partners leased to add Mercer County to
Awning DesignOs customer base.
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places. Customers can see models ol
our floor, but they are not all working
models,O Techner said.

The shopOs inventory includes inserts
that can transform a fireplace into an
auxiliary heat source, blowing heat
into the house and venting up the
chimney,O Techner said. Without an
insert, fireplaces draw heat out of a
house.

OWe will also carry all related prod-
ucts, such as gas logs, fireplace doors
and screens, tools and accessories
mantels, and surrounds,O Techner
added

OThis is the last year to get a federal
tax credit up to $1,500 for a wood or pel-
let stove and a fireplace insert,O he
noted. OThey must be purchased and in-
stalled by Dec. 31 to get this tax credit.O

Fireside Pros has a staff of expert
service and fireplace technicians, facto-
ry trained in our products to deal with
any brand or issue, Techner said.

OWe are very customer focused a
Awning Design West, and we will bring
that focus into the Fireside Pros end of
our business,0 Techner stressed. OW

Fireside Pros partner Alan OGordyO Techner displays a new Regency fireplace insert inWill do free preview consultations in
the showroom shared with Awning Design West on Route 130 in Windsor/Robbinsville.

OOur Route 130 shop, which opened
in January 2008, is very retail oriented,
with maybe eight or nine working mod-
els of all the different awnings for in-
side and outside use, to show people
and let them operate them,O Techner
said. OThatOs different than what most
awning companies offer. They might
have one retractable awning on dis-
play.O

OBy 2009, we were looking for some-
thing to integrate into our business be-
cause awnings are seasonal, peaking
from March to August, so thereOs a
four- to five-month period thatOs slow,0
Techner said. OWe wanted somethlng
for a winter business revenue stream

when weOre not busy doing awnings.O

They decided on Fireside Pros Serv-
ice Obecause there were no other fire-
place shops in this area, or very few,0
Techner added..

the customerOs home to determine the
right product and how it would fit into
the home before purchase.O

Finding this dual store on Route 130
is easy, advises Techner. OJust look for
a barn-like building painted red with
two distinctive American flag awnings

OWe are the areaOs dealer for Regencyon either side. ThereOs a pole carrying

Fireplace Products and HearthStone,O
Techner said.

the names Fireside Pros and Awning
Design West outside.O

OweOre very customer focused, and Store hours are Tuesday-Saturday 10

we will bring that focus from Awning
Design West into the Fireside Pros end
of the business.O

Fireside Pros is a full service fire-
place shop offering professional advice,
installation and service, including
chimney cleaning. OWe offer a full line
of burning units, different types of fire-

a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day) and Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Mondays are by appointment.

To contact Fireside Pros Service or
Awning Design West, call (609) 223-
2020 or visit www.firesidepros.net and
www.awningdesign.net.
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Scrap king Scarpati also key to this weekendC

renton scrap dealer and
I recycling guru John
Scarpati has been oper-
ating his own successful busi-
ness for more than 35 years.

Before going into business
for himself in 1974, Scarpati
worked hauling scrap iron and
other metals for several other
businesses.

He started his own operation
on Muirhead Avenue, then
moved to a flood-prone proper-
ty on Nottingham Way, and re-

located the business again in
2007. .

Today, he runs ScarpatiOs
Recycling Center, which pays
cash for aluminum, brass,
copper and all kinds of other
metals. He also deals in used
auto, SUV and truck parts at
his scrapyard on TrentonOs
New York Avenue.

Scarpati is a proud lItalian-
American who lived in the
guarters above his parentsO
Trenton home for more than

35 years, raising a family and
becoming a respected, commu-
nity-conscious businessman.

With others, Scarpati found-
ed the Mercer County Itali-
nan-American Association sev-
eral years back. As its pres-
ident, Scarpati organized the
first Mercer County Italian-
American Festival in Mercer
County Park in 2000.

ThatOs where he is today, the
third and final day of 20100s
weekend Italian-American fes-

tival that draws 100,000
people and more than 250 ven-
dors, many selling fine Italian
food.

Justifiably proud of his ac-
complishments as an entrepre-
neur, Scarpati nonetheless
said he was too busy to talk at
length about his business this
past week, even before high
winds on Wednesday night
took down the tents he had set
up for this weekendOs festival.

In the minutes after the

storm ripped though the park

in West Windsor, Scarpati
spoke briefly with The Trento-
nian about the damage.

Then he ran off to finish the
regular festival preparations
in addition to putting a bunch
of big tents back up.

As that old adage goes, Ol
you want something done, ask
a busy person.0OO

Taking that one step further,
ask John Scarpati.
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